Africa Study Guide
Chapter 12

1. Geography offers many clues about why people settle where they do and how they live.  What are the four vegetation zones of Africa?  How did they influence trade?

2. The Niger River is West Africa’s longest river.  How did it help the people living along it?

3. The earliest farming communities were made up of what group of people?  What were the advantages of banding together into villages?

4. What changes were brought about by the ability to make tools out of iron?

5. Explain the sequence of changes that started when farming became more productive.  Include the following:  population growth, trade, efficient farming, improved technology and people working in specialized trades

6. How was Jenne-jeno’s location beneficial?

7. How did the first kingdoms develop?

Chapter 13

1. How did the king of Ghana preserve his power?
2. What two factors spurred the growth of trans-Saharan trade?

3. Explain how Ghana’s people acquired wealth by serving as middlemen in trans-Saharan trade.

4. What were the two advantages of the silent barter system used by Wangarans?

5. What two conditions led to the decline of Ghana?

Chapter 14

1. How was Islam first brought to West Africa?
2. The tolerance shown by Muslims toward traditional religious practices allowed West Africans to continue to pray to the spirits of their ancestors while also accepting Islam.  How did this impact Islam?

3. What three changes in government show how Islam influenced West Africa?

4. What was important about Timbuktu?

5. West Africans used their native languages in everyday speech.  When did they use Arabic?

6. How did West Africans adapt Islam to their own architectural styles?

7. How were geometric designs used by both West Africans and Muslims even before their cultures met?

8. Explain how Islam affected each of the following areas of West African life:

Government and Law

Architectural Styles

Religious Practices


Education

Language



Decorative Arts

Chapter 15
1. Why were griots called record keepers?

2. What are some examples of oral traditions?  How have they influenced the lives of people today?

3. What does this proverb show about the importance of oral tradition?  “Every time an old man dies it is as if a library has burnt down.”  

4. How is music an important part of West African life?

5. What are some examples of West African music and how has it influenced the lives of people today?

6. What are some examples of West African visual art forms and how have they influenced the lives of people today?
7. What famous painter was influence by West African masks?
