China Study Guide
Chapter 16

1.  What are civil service exams?  During which dynasties were they used?
2. What is meritocracy?  During which dynasty was it used?
3. Confucius taught that people must act properly in what five important relationships? Except for friends, what was expected of the people in these relationships?
4. During which dynasty would members of the lower class have the best chance of becoming a civil servant?
5. The Mongol leader, Kublai Kahn, ended the system of civil service exams.  Who did he appoint to fill important positions because he felt he could trust them?
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6. What is urbanization?  How did landowners contribute to it?
7. During the Tang dynasty, northern China was the wealthiest and most populous part of the country.  What caused them to move south?
8. A new type of rice was brought to China from Southeast Asia.  How did it transform agriculture in China?
9. What tools and techniques helped to increase crop yield?
10. How did increased food production affect population?
11. How did wealthy landowners wanting more luxury goods affect trade?

12. What do you call the people who run the shops in cities?
13.  Paper money is much easier to carry around than copper coins.  Why does the government control the amount of paper money that is available?
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14. How did compasses change sea travel?
15. What was used to make paper?
16. How did the invention of paper, woodblock printing, and movable type change printing?
17. What impact did gunpowder have on competing groups in Europe?
18. How were paper money and playing cards made?
19. What invention was more accurate than earlier time keeping devices such as sundials and hourglasses?
20. What are some Chinese discoveries and inventions that influence people today?
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21. What is the name of the east-west route followed by caravans?
22. What jobs held by Buddhists shows how Buddhism became a major part of Chinese life?
23. How did the Mongols encourage cultural exchange?
24. What luxury did foreigners enjoy under the Mongols?
25. Kublai Khan was open to foreign contact while he was emperor.  Who was the most famous foreigner allowed to travel throughout China?
26. Over the full course of its history, how did China feel about contact with the outside world?

27.  Define “isolationism”.

